
Watercolour Landscapes for the Absolute
Beginner: A Comprehensive Guide to Getting
Started
Watercolour painting is a beautiful and versatile medium that can be used
to create stunning landscapes. If you're new to watercolour painting, don't
worry – it's easier than you think to get started. In this comprehensive
guide, we'll walk you through everything you need to know, from choosing
the right supplies to creating your first masterpiece.

Choosing the Right Supplies

The first step to getting started with watercolour painting is to choose the
right supplies. Here's what you'll need:
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Watercolour paints: Watercolour paints come in a variety of forms,
including tubes, pans, and sticks. For beginners, pans are a good
option because they're easy to use and portable.
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Watercolour paper: Watercolour paper is specially designed to
absorb water and paint without buckling or warping. It comes in a
variety of weights and textures, so choose a paper that's right for your
needs.

Brushes: Watercolour brushes are made from a variety of materials,
including natural hair (such as sable) and synthetic fibres. For
beginners, a basic set of brushes in different sizes will suffice.

Palette: A palette is a surface on which you can mix your paints. It can
be made from a variety of materials, such as plastic, ceramic, or wood.

Cups or jars for water: You'll need at least two cups or jars for water
– one for clean water and one for rinsing your brushes.

Rags or paper towels: Rags or paper towels are used to blot excess
water from your paintings and to clean your brushes.

Getting Started

Once you have your supplies, you're ready to start painting! Here are a few
tips to get you started:

Start with a light sketch. Before you start painting, it's helpful to
sketch out your composition lightly in pencil. This will help you to plan
your painting and to avoid making mistakes.

Wet your paper. Before you start painting, wet your paper with clean
water. This will help the paint to flow more easily and to create a more
even wash.

Load your brush with paint. Dip your brush into your paint and then
lightly tap it on your palette to remove any excess paint.



Apply the paint to your paper. Use your brush to apply the paint to
your paper in thin, even strokes. Don't worry about making mistakes –
you can always go back and fix them later.

Let the paint dry. Once you've applied the paint, let it dry completely
before moving on to the next step.

Build up layers of colour. To create depth and richness in your
painting, you can build up layers of colour by applying multiple coats of
paint. Let each layer dry completely before applying the next.

Add details. Once you're happy with the overall composition of your
painting, you can add details using a fine brush. This could include
things like trees, flowers, or buildings.

Troubleshooting

Here are a few troubleshooting tips to help you avoid common problems
when painting with watercolours:

My paint is too watery. If your paint is too watery, it will be difficult to
control and it may not adhere to the paper properly. Add more paint to
your brush and try again.

My paint is too thick. If your paint is too thick, it will be difficult to
apply evenly and it may crack as it dries. Add more water to your paint
and try again.

My paper is buckling or warping. If your paper is buckling or
warping, it means that it's too wet. Let the paper dry for a few minutes
before continuing to paint.



My paint is bleeding into other areas of my painting. If your paint is
bleeding into other areas of your painting, it means that the paper is
too wet. Let the paper dry for a few minutes before continuing to paint.

Inspiration

If you're looking for inspiration for your watercolour landscapes, there are
many resources available online and in libraries. You can find books,
magazines, and websites that feature beautiful watercolour paintings from
all over the world. You can also find online tutorials and classes that can
help you to learn new techniques and improve your skills.

Watercolour painting is a beautiful and rewarding hobby that can be
enjoyed by people of all ages and skill levels. If you're new to watercolour
painting, don't be afraid to experiment and to make mistakes. With a little
practice, you'll be able to create stunning watercolour landscapes that you'll
be proud of.
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