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Walking Rain Howard Moon Deer, a charismatic figure whose life
intersected with pivotal events in American history, remains an enigma
wrapped in mystery. As a prominent spokesperson for the American Indian
Movement (AIM),Moon Deer emerged as a leading voice for Native
American rights and spirituality. His unwavering activism and outspoken
nature made him a target of persistent FBI surveillance, casting a long
shadow over his life and legacy.

Early Life and Activism

Howard Moon Deer was born into the Lakota Sioux tribe in 1941. From a
young age, he exhibited a deep connection to his cultural heritage and a
profound reverence for the natural world. After serving in the military, Moon
Deer became actively involved in the burgeoning Native American rights
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movement of the 1960s. He joined AIM, a grassroots organization that
fought for tribal sovereignty, treaty rights, and cultural preservation.
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Role in Wounded Knee Incident

In 1973, Moon Deer played a crucial role in the Wounded Knee Incident, a
71-day siege between AIM activists and federal authorities. The incident
stemmed from the killing of two FBI agents on the Pine Ridge Indian
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Reservation. Moon Deer acted as a spokesperson during the negotiations
and was instrumental in securing the safe release of hostages.

However, the Wounded Knee Incident marked a turning point in Moon
Deer's life. The siege attracted unprecedented media attention and
heightened federal scrutiny of AIM. Moon Deer became a prime target of
surveillance and harassment by the FBI.

FBI Surveillance and COINTELPRO

Following the Wounded Knee Incident, the FBI launched a relentless
campaign of surveillance against Moon Deer. Agents followed his every
move, tapped his phones, and infiltrated his inner circle. Under the guise of
counterterrorism operations, the FBI's COINTELPRO program targeted
Moon Deer as a potential threat to national security.

The FBI's tactics included spreading rumors to discredit him, attempting to
incite violence within his organization, and even fabricating false evidence.
The constant surveillance took a heavy toll on Moon Deer's physical and
mental health.
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FBI surveillance document on Walking Rain Howard Moon Deer.

Post-Surveillance Life and Legacy

Despite the relentless surveillance, Moon Deer continued his activism for
decades after Wounded Knee. He became a respected spiritual leader,
blending traditional Native American spirituality with Christian teachings.
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Moon Deer founded the "Walking Rain" spiritual community, which
continues to offer retreats and workshops on indigenous culture and
environmental stewardship.
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Unveiling the Mystery

The mystery surrounding Walking Rain Howard Moon Deer stems from the
conflicting narratives and unanswered questions that linger about his life.
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Some historians argue that Moon Deer was a genuine spiritual leader and
a staunch advocate for Native American rights. Others speculate that he
was an informant for the FBI or even a double agent.

The truth about Moon Deer's life may never be fully known. However, his
legacy continues to inspire younger generations of indigenous activists and
spirituality seekers. His unwavering commitment to his people and his
beliefs stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of the American Indian
Movement.

Walking Rain Howard Moon Deer was a complex and enigmatic figure
whose life was forever intertwined with pivotal events in American history.
His activism, spirituality, and unwavering spirit continue to captivate and
intrigue. While the mystery surrounding him may never be fully resolved,
his impact on the Native American rights movement and the enduring
legacy of resistance against oppression remain profound.
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