
To Be Or Not To Be Bfi Film Classics: An
Exploration of Existential Themes, Love, and
War

To Be Or Not To Be is a 1942 American black comedy film directed by Ernst
Lubitsch and starring Carole Lombard and Jack Benny. The film is based
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on the 1939 Polish play of the same name by Miklós László. To Be Or Not
To Be follows a married couple who are actors in a touring theater troupe in
Poland during the Nazi invasion. As the war progresses, their lives become
increasingly complicated as they try to balance their personal lives with the
chaos and danger of the war.
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To Be Or Not To Be is a witty and thought-provoking film that explores
themes of existentialism, love, and war. The film's characters are complex
and memorable, and the dialogue is sharp and intelligent. To Be Or Not To
Be is a must-see for fans of classic cinema and for anyone interested in a
unique and thought-provoking film experience.

Existential Themes

To Be Or Not To Be is a film about the human condition. The film's
characters are all grappling with the big questions of life and death,
meaning and purpose. The film explores the themes of existentialism in a
way that is both thought-provoking and entertaining.
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One of the film's most famous scenes is the "To be or not to be" soliloquy
from Shakespeare's Hamlet. In this scene, the character of Hamlet
contemplates the question of suicide. He weighs the pros and cons of
taking his own life, and he ultimately decides to live. Hamlet's soliloquy is a
powerful exploration of the human condition, and it is one of the most
famous speeches in all of literature.

To Be Or Not To Be also explores the themes of existentialism through its
characters' relationships with each other. The film's characters are all
struggling to find meaning and purpose in their lives, and they often turn to
each other for support. The film shows how relationships can help people
to cope with the challenges of life, and it also shows how relationships can
be a source of conflict and pain.

Love

To Be Or Not To Be is a film about love. The film's characters are all
searching for love, and they find it in different ways. The film shows how
love can be a source of strength and happiness, and it also shows how
love can be a source of pain and heartbreak.

One of the film's most touching love stories is the relationship between the
characters of Maria Tura and Joseph Tura. Maria is a beautiful and talented
actress, and Joseph is a successful playwright. The two of them fall in love,
and they marry. However, their marriage is put to the test when the Nazis
invade Poland. Maria is Jewish, and Joseph is not. The Nazis arrest Maria,
and Joseph must do everything he can to save her.

The love story between Maria and Joseph is a powerful reminder of the
importance of love. It shows how love can overcome even the most difficult



challenges.

War

To Be Or Not To Be is a film about war. The film is set in Poland during the
Nazi invasion. The film shows the horrors of war, and it also shows the
resilience of the human spirit.

The film's characters are all affected by the war in different ways. Some of
them are killed, and others are forced to flee their homes. However, the film
also shows how the war can bring people together. The characters in To Be
Or Not To Be learn to rely on each other, and they develop a deep bond of
friendship.

To Be Or Not To Be is a powerful reminder of the importance of hope. The
film shows how even in the darkest of times, people can find hope and
happiness.

To Be Or Not To Be is a classic film that explores themes of existentialism,
love, and war. The film is witty, thought-provoking, and entertaining. It is a
must-see for fans of classic cinema and for anyone interested in a unique
and thought-provoking film experience.
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