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The Sun-Maid story is a quintessentially American tale of innovation,
entrepreneurship, and community. It is a story that begins in the sun-
drenched valleys of California and unfolds against the backdrop of the
country's westward expansion and the rise of the agricultural industry.

In the late 19th century, California was a land of opportunity for farmers and
ranchers. The state's fertile soil and Mediterranean climate were ideal for
growing fruits and vegetables, and the arrival of the transcontinental
railroad made it possible to ship these products to markets across the
country.

One of the most important crops grown in California at the time was
grapes. Raisins, made from dried grapes, were a popular snack and
ingredient in baking and cooking. However, the process of drying grapes
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was labor-intensive and time-consuming. Farmers often had to spread the
grapes out on trays in the sun and wait for them to dry naturally. This
process could take weeks or even months, and it was often subject to the
vagaries of the weather.

In 1893, a group of farmers in the Fresno area decided to form a
cooperative to pool their resources and build a raisin processing plant.
They called their cooperative the Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association.
The Sun-Maid plant was the first of its kind in the United States, and it
revolutionized the raisin industry. The plant used a mechanical drying
process that was much faster and more efficient than the traditional sun-
drying method. This allowed Sun-Maid to produce raisins on a large scale
and at a lower cost than its competitors.

The Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association was a huge success. By the
early 20th century, Sun-Maid was the largest raisin producer in the world.
The cooperative's raisins were sold throughout the United States and in
Europe. Sun-Maid also became a major employer in the Fresno area,
providing jobs for hundreds of people.

The Sun-Maid story is not just a story of business success. It is also a story
of community and cooperation. The Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association
was founded on the principle of cooperation, and this principle has been
central to the cooperative's success throughout its history.

Sun-Maid has always been committed to supporting its members and the
community. The cooperative has provided financial assistance to its
members, and it has invested in community projects such as schools,



hospitals, and parks. Sun-Maid has also been a leader in promoting
sustainable agriculture practices.

Today, Sun-Maid is still the world's largest raisin producer. The cooperative
markets its raisins under the Sun-Maid brand, which is one of the most
recognizable brands in the world. Sun-Maid also produces a variety of
other products, including nuts, dried fruits, and juices.

The Sun-Maid story is a story of innovation, entrepreneurship, and
community. It is a story that continues to inspire today, and it is a story that
will continue to be told for generations to come.

Key Dates in the Sun-Maid Story

1893: Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association is founded.

1912: Sun-Maid builds its first raisin processing plant in Fresno,
California.

1928: Sun-Maid becomes the world's largest raisin producer.

1954: Sun-Maid introduces its iconic "Sun-Maid Girl" advertising
campaign.

1973: Sun-Maid opens its first international sales office in Europe.

2000: Sun-Maid celebrates its 100th anniversary.

2013: Sun-Maid becomes the first raisin producer to achieve
Rainforest Alliance certification.

The Sun-Maid Legacy



The Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association has been a major force in the
California raisin industry for over 100 years. The cooperative has helped to
shape the industry and has played a vital role in the economic development
of the Fresno area.

Sun-Maid's legacy is one of innovation, entrepreneurship, and community.
The cooperative has been a pioneer in the raisin industry, and it has always
been committed to supporting its members and the community. Sun-Maid is
a true American success story, and it is a story that continues to inspire
today.
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