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In the annals of human history, the Holocaust stands as a chilling reminder
of the darkest depths of human depravity. The systematic genocide
perpetrated by the Nazi regime against millions of innocent lives has left an
enduring scar on our collective conscience. Yet, amidst the unspeakable
horrors, stories of resilience and forgiveness have emerged, offering a
glimmer of hope in the face of unimaginable adversity.
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One such story is that of Eva Mozes Kor, a Holocaust survivor who
dedicated her life to promoting forgiveness and healing. Her unwavering
belief in the transformative power of compassion has inspired countless
individuals and left an indelible mark on the world.

Early Life and Trauma

Eva Mozes Kor was born in Romania in 1934. At the tender age of ten, she
and her family were herded into the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp, where they were subjected to unimaginable horrors. Eva witnessed
the murder of her parents and two sisters, and along with her identical twin
sister, Miriam, endured a series of cruel and dehumanizing experiments
conducted by Nazi doctor Josef Mengele.

Despite the unimaginable suffering she endured, Eva refused to succumb
to despair. Instead, she clung to a belief in the inherent goodness of
humanity and the power of forgiveness.

The Path to Forgiveness

After the war, Eva and Miriam were liberated and sent to a hospital in
Sweden for recovery. It was there that Eva first encountered the concept of
forgiveness. Initially, she struggled to comprehend how it was possible to
forgive those who had committed such atrocities against her and her family.
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But as she witnessed the compassion and kindness of the Swedish nurses
who cared for her, Eva began to reconsider her stance. She realized that
forgiveness was not about condoning evil, but rather about liberating
herself from the weight of hatred and bitterness that threatened to consume
her.

Slowly and painfully, Eva began the arduous journey of forgiveness. It was
a gradual process, punctuated by moments of doubt and setbacks. But with
unwavering determination, she persisted, guided by a profound faith in the
healing power of compassion.

The CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center

In 1995, Eva co-founded the CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education
Center in Terre Haute, Indiana, with the mission of educating the public
about the horrors of the Holocaust and promoting the values of forgiveness
and tolerance.

The museum houses an extensive collection of artifacts and documents
related to the Holocaust, including detailed accounts of the experiments
conducted by Mengele. Eva also established the CANDLES Academy,
which provides educational programs and workshops to students and
adults worldwide, fostering dialogue and understanding about the dangers
of hatred and prejudice.

The Power of Forgiveness in Action

Eva's unwavering commitment to forgiveness extended beyond the
confines of the CANDLES museum. She reached out to former Nazis,
including some who had participated in the experiments she endured.
Through acts of reconciliation and dialogue, she sought to break down the



barriers that separated victims from perpetrators, creating a space for
healing and understanding.

In 1995, Eva met with Hans Münch, a former SS guard at Auschwitz who
had witnessed the murder of her family. Despite the pain and anger she
felt, Eva chose to forgive him, recognizing that he was also a victim of the
Nazi ideology.

This act of forgiveness sent shockwaves through the world, challenging
long-held assumptions about the nature of justice and reconciliation. It
demonstrated the extraordinary capacity of forgiveness to transcend even
the most profound wounds.

Eva's Legacy

Eva Mozes Kor passed away in 2019 at the age of 85, but her legacy of
forgiveness and healing continues to inspire and guide countless
individuals around the globe. Through her efforts with CANDLES, she
raised awareness about the Holocaust, fostered dialogue about
forgiveness, and played a vital role in preventing future atrocities.

Her unwavering belief in the power of forgiveness serves as a timeless
lesson in the resilience of the human spirit and the transformative nature of
compassion.

The story of Eva Mozes Kor is a profound testament to the transformative
power of forgiveness. In the face of unimaginable horrors, she clung to a
belief in the inherent goodness of humanity and dedicated her life to
promoting healing and understanding.



Eva's unwavering commitment to forgiveness not only liberated her from
the weight of hatred and bitterness, but also left an indelible mark on the
world. Through her work with CANDLES, she educated countless
individuals about the Holocaust and fostered dialogue about the dangers of
hatred and prejudice.

Eva Mozes Kor's legacy is a reminder that even in the face of the darkest
adversity, forgiveness offers a path towards healing, reconciliation, and a
more just and compassionate world.
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