
Representing Reflections Painting with Ev
Hales: A Comprehensive Guide to Oil Painting
Techniques for Beginners and Enthusiasts
Oil painting is a beautiful and versatile medium that can be used to create
stunningly realistic works of art. However, it can also be a challenging
medium to master, especially when it comes to painting reflections. In this
article, we will explore the techniques used by renowned artist Ev Hales to
paint reflections in oil, providing a comprehensive guide for beginners and
enthusiasts alike.

Understanding Reflections

Before we delve into the techniques of painting reflections, it is important to
understand the nature of reflections themselves. Reflections are the result
of light bouncing off a surface and reflecting back to the viewer's eye. The
angle at which the light strikes the surface determines the shape and clarity
of the reflection.
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When painting reflections, it is important to consider the following factors:

The angle of the light source

The distance between the object and the reflecting surface

The color and texture of the reflecting surface

Ev Hales' Techniques for Painting Reflections

Ev Hales is a master of oil painting, known for his ability to capture the
beauty and complexity of nature. His paintings are characterized by their
luminous colors, intricate details, and realistic reflections.

Hales uses a variety of techniques to paint reflections, including:

Glazing: Glazing is a technique in which thin layers of transparent
paint are applied over one another. This allows Hales to build up the
color and luminosity of his reflections gradually.

Scumbling: Scumbling is a technique in which a thin layer of paint is
applied over a dry layer of paint. This creates a textured surface that
can be used to capture the shimmer and movement of reflections.

Drybrush: Drybrushing is a technique in which a small amount of paint
is applied to a dry brush and then lightly brushed over the canvas. This
creates a subtle, textured effect that can be used to suggest the details
of reflections.
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To help you get started with painting reflections, here is a step-by-step
guide:

1. Sketch the scene: Begin by sketching the scene you want to paint,
paying special attention to the location of the light source and the
objects that will be reflected.

2. Paint the background: Paint the background of the scene, including
the sky, water, or other surfaces that will reflect light.

3. Paint the objects: Paint the objects in the scene that will be reflected.
Be sure to consider the angle of the light source and the distance
between the objects and the reflecting surface.

4. Paint the reflections: Using the techniques described above, paint
the reflections of the objects in the water or on other surfaces. Be sure
to pay attention to the color, value, and texture of the reflections.

5. Refine and adjust: Once you have painted the reflections, take a step
back and assess your work. Make any necessary adjustments to the
color, value, or texture of the reflections until you are satisfied with the
results.

Painting reflections in oil can be a challenging but rewarding experience.
By following the techniques described in this article, you can learn to
capture the beauty and complexity of reflections in your own paintings. With
practice and patience, you can master this technique and create realistic
and stunning works of art.

Additional tips for painting reflections:

Use a variety of brush sizes and shapes to create different effects.



Experiment with different colors and values to achieve the desired
result.

Don't be afraid to make mistakes. The beauty of oil painting is that you
can always rework your painting until you are satisfied.

With a little practice and patience, you can learn to paint reflections like a
master. So what are you waiting for? Grab your brushes and start painting!
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