
Raisin in the Sun: A Comprehensive
Exploration of Lorraine Hansberry's
Masterpiece
Raisin in the Sun is a groundbreaking play by Lorraine Hansberry that
premiered in 1959. Set in Chicago's South Side, the play follows the
Younger family as they grapple with issues of race, identity, and the pursuit
of the American Dream amidst the challenges of urban poverty and
discrimination.

Written by a young African-American woman, Raisin in the Sun was a
groundbreaking work that shattered stereotypes and ignited important
conversations about race and social justice. The play has since become a
classic of American literature and has been adapted into several films and
television productions.

The Younger family lives in a cramped and dilapidated apartment on
Chicago's South Side. The family consists of Walter Lee Younger, his wife
Ruth, their two children, and Walter's mother, Lena.
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Walter is a chauffeur who dreams of a better life for his family. He is
frustrated by his job and the lack of opportunities available to him as an
African American. Ruth is a strong and supportive wife who tries to keep
the family together.

Lena is the matriarch of the family. She is a wise and experienced woman
who has endured many hardships in her life. She believes in the
importance of family and tradition.

Beneatha is Walter and Ruth's daughter. She is a bright and ambitious
college student who dreams of becoming a doctor. Travis is Walter and
Ruth's son. He is a curious and imaginative child who loves to play.

The family's life changes when Lena receives a $10,000 life insurance
policy from her late husband. Walter dreams of using the money to buy a
house in a white neighborhood, but Ruth wants to use it to pay off their
debts and improve their current living situation.

The family is divided over what to do with the money. Walter's dream of a
new house represents his desire for a better life for his family, while Ruth's
desire to pay off their debts represents her commitment to financial stability.

Raisin in the Sun explores a number of important themes, including:

The African-American experience in mid-20th century America.
The play depicts the challenges faced by African Americans in the
years following the Great Migration from the rural South to the urban
North. These challenges include racism, discrimination, poverty, and
lack of opportunity.



The pursuit of the American Dream. The Younger family's dream of
a better life is a reflection of the American Dream. However, the play
shows how this dream can be difficult to achieve for African Americans
due to the systemic barriers they face.

Family and tradition. The Younger family is a close-knit unit that
supports each other through difficult times. However, the play also
shows how the family's traditions and values can be challenged by the
changing world around them.

The characters in Raisin in the Sun are complex and well-developed. Each
character has their own unique motivations and desires, and they all play
an important role in the story.

Walter Lee Younger is the protagonist of the play. He is a proud and
ambitious man who dreams of a better life for his family. However, he
is also frustrated by the lack of opportunities available to him as an
African American.

Ruth Younger is Walter's wife. She is a strong and supportive woman
who tries to keep the family together. However, she is also tired of the
family's poverty and wants to see them move to a better neighborhood.

Lena Younger is the matriarch of the family. She is a wise and
experienced woman who has endured many hardships in her life. She
believes in the importance of family and tradition.

Beneatha Younger is Walter and Ruth's daughter. She is a bright and
ambitious college student who dreams of becoming a doctor. She is
also a strong advocate for civil rights.



Travis Younger is Walter and Ruth's son. He is a curious and
imaginative child who loves to play.

Raisin in the Sun is set in Chicago's South Side in the late 1950s. The
South Side was a predominantly black neighborhood at the time, and it was
home to a number of social and economic problems, including poverty,
crime, and racial discrimination.

The play's setting is an important part of the story. It helps to create a
sense of time and place, and it also reflects the challenges faced by African
Americans in mid-20th century America.

Raisin in the Sun was a critical and commercial success. The play won the
New York Drama Critics' Circle Award for Best Play in 1959, and it was
nominated for a Tony Award for Best Play. The play has since been
adapted into several films and television productions.

Raisin in the Sun has been praised for its realistic portrayal of African-
American life, its strong characters, and its powerful themes. The play has
also been credited with helping to raise awareness of the civil rights
movement.
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