
Divided Alpha Colony: The Enduring Legacy
of John Walker and the Vietnam War
John Walker was a young man when he enlisted in the United States Army
and was sent to fight in the Vietnam War. He served as a medic, and his
experiences during the war left an enduring mark on his life. When he
returned home, he struggled to adjust to civilian life, and he was eventually
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
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In 1978, Walker founded Divided Alpha Colony, a community in Upstate
New York for Vietnam War veterans struggling with PTSD. The colony was
a place where veterans could come to heal and to find a sense of
belonging. Walker believed that the colony could help veterans to
overcome their trauma and to live fulfilling lives.

Divided Alpha Colony was a controversial project, and it was met with
resistance from some members of the community. However, Walker
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persevered, and the colony eventually became a safe haven for hundreds
of veterans. The colony provided a supportive environment where veterans
could talk about their experiences, receive counseling, and learn to cope
with their PTSD.

Walker was a complex and driven man, and his legacy is still debated
today. Some people believe that he was a hero who helped countless
veterans to heal. Others believe that he was a flawed figure who made
some questionable decisions. However, there is no doubt that Walker's
work had a profound impact on the lives of many veterans.

The Early Life of John Walker

John Walker was born in New York City in 1943. He was the youngest of
five children, and his father was a police officer. Walker grew up in a
working-class neighborhood, and he attended public schools. He was a
good student, and he excelled in sports.

Walker was drafted into the Army in 1966. He was sent to Vietnam in 1967,
and he served as a medic with the 101st Airborne Division. Walker saw
some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and his experiences during that
time had a profound impact on him.

The Founding of Divided Alpha Colony

After returning home from Vietnam, Walker struggled to adjust to civilian
life. He was haunted by memories of the war, and he had difficulty sleeping
and concentrating. He was eventually diagnosed with PTSD.

In 1978, Walker founded Divided Alpha Colony in Upstate New York. The
colony was a place where veterans could come to heal and to find a sense



of belonging. Walker believed that the colony could help veterans to
overcome their trauma and to live fulfilling lives.

Divided Alpha Colony was a controversial project, and it was met with
resistance from some members of the community. However, Walker
persevered, and the colony eventually became a safe haven for hundreds
of veterans. The colony provided a supportive environment where veterans
could talk about their experiences, receive counseling, and learn to cope
with their PTSD.

The Legacy of John Walker

John Walker died in 2005, but his legacy lives on. Divided Alpha Colony is
still in operation today, and it continues to provide support to veterans
suffering from PTSD. Walker's work has helped to raise awareness of the
challenges faced by veterans, and he has inspired countless others to help
those who have served their country.

Walker was a complex and driven man, and his legacy is still debated
today. However, there is no doubt that he was a dedicated advocate for
veterans, and his work has made a positive difference in the lives of many.

Additional Information

John Walker on Wikipedia

Divided Alpha Colony website

PBS documentary on Divided Alpha Colony
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