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Ariel Sharon was the 11th Prime Minister of Israel, serving from 2001 to
2006. He was a complex and controversial figure, known for his military
prowess and his hardline policies. This article provides an intimate portrait
of Sharon, exploring his life and career.

Early Life and Military Career

Ariel Sharon was born in British Mandate Palestine in 1928. He grew up on
a farm and joined the Israeli army in 1948, fighting in the Arab-Israeli War.
He quickly rose through the ranks, becoming a general in 1967. Sharon
played a key role in the Six-Day War, leading the Israeli forces to victory
over Egypt, Jordan, and Syria.

After the war, Sharon remained in the military, serving as Chief of Staff from
1969 to 1973. He led the Israeli army in the Yom Kippur War in 1973, and
his victory helped to cement his reputation as a brilliant military
commander.
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Political Career

Sharon entered politics in 1977, when he was elected to the Knesset, the
Israeli parliament. He served in various ministerial positions, including
Minister of Defense from 1981 to 1983 and from 1985 to 1990. Sharon was
a key figure in the Likud party, and he was known for his hardline views on
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

In 2001, Sharon was elected Prime Minister of Israel. He served until 2006,
when he was forced to resign due to health problems. During his time as
Prime Minister, Sharon implemented a number of controversial policies,
including the construction of the West Bank separation barrier and the
withdrawal of Israeli settlers from the Gaza Strip.

Legacy

Ariel Sharon was a complex and controversial figure. He was a brilliant
military commander who played a key role in Israel's victory in the Six-Day
War and the Yom Kippur War. He was also a hardline politician who
implemented a number of controversial policies. Sharon's legacy is likely to
be debated for years to come.

Personal Life

Ariel Sharon was married twice. He had two sons and a daughter from his
first marriage, and two sons from his second marriage. Sharon was a keen
sportsman, and he enjoyed playing tennis and golf. He was also a
voracious reader, and he had a large collection of books.

Death



Ariel Sharon died in 2014, at the age of 85. He had been in a coma for
eight years following a stroke. Sharon was buried at the Mount Herzl
military cemetery in Jerusalem.
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