
American Comics History: A Journey Through
Time with Jeremy Asher Dauber
American comics have captivated the imaginations of readers for over a
century. From the first comic strip in 1895 to the latest superhero
blockbuster, comics have evolved and adapted to reflect the changing
times and tastes of their audience. In this comprehensive article, we
embark on a historical journey through American comics, guided by the
insights of esteemed comics scholar Jeremy Asher Dauber.

The Birth of Comics

The origins of American comics can be traced back to the late 19th century,
with the rise of illustrated newspapers and magazines. In 1895, Richard
Felton Outcault published "The Yellow Kid" in the New York World, which is
widely considered the first true comic strip. The strip, featuring a
mischievous child with a bright yellow nightshirt, quickly gained popularity
and spawned a wave of imitators.
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The Golden Age of Comics

The 1930s witnessed the birth of the comic book, which revolutionized the
medium. In 1933, Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson founded DC Comics and
introduced Superman, the first modern superhero. Other iconic characters
such as Batman, Wonder Woman, and Captain America soon followed,
ushering in the Golden Age of Comics.
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During this era, comics gained immense popularity among children and
adults alike. They provided escapism and entertainment during the Great
Depression and World War II. Comic book publishers produced a vast array
of titles, from superhero adventures to crime dramas and horror stories.

The Post-War Period and the Comics Code
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After the war, the comics industry faced criticism for its perceived
glorification of violence and crime. In response, the Comics Magazine
Association of America (CMAA) introduced the Comics Code in 1954. This
self- censorship code prohibited content that was deemed too graphic or
suggestive, and it had a significant impact on the content of comics for
decades to come.

The Underground Comix Movement

The Comics Code led to a decline in mainstream comics during the 1960s.
However, a counterculture movement emerged, known as the Underground
Comix Movement. Underground comix creators, such as Robert Crumb,
rejected the restrictions of the Comics Code and produced independent
comics that explored mature themes and challenged societal norms.
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The Modern Era

In the 1980s and 1990s, the American comics industry underwent a revival.
Publishers such as Marvel Comics and DC Comics began to embrace
more mature storytelling and artistic styles. Graphic novels, such as Alan
Moore's "Watchmen" and Frank Miller's "The Dark Knight Returns," pushed
the boundaries of the medium and gained critical and commercial success.
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The Digital Age

The 21st century has seen the rise of digital comics. Websites and apps
such as ComiXology and Marvel Unlimited offer readers access to a vast
library of comics from both mainstream and independent publishers. Digital
comics provide convenience and accessibility, and they have opened up
the medium to a new generation of readers.
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Jeremy Asher Dauber's Contributions

Jeremy Asher Dauber, a professor of English and American Studies at
Stanford University, has made significant contributions to the study of
American comics. His book, "The Worlds of American Comics," provides a
comprehensive overview of the history, culture, and significance of the
medium. Dauber argues that comics are not merely popular entertainment
but also a form of art that reflects the social and political landscapes of their
times.
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The history of American comics is a rich and multifaceted tapestry. From
the early comic strips to the modern-day graphic novels and digital
platforms, comics have evolved and adapted alongside the changing world.
Through the insights of scholars such as Jeremy Asher Dauber, we can
appreciate the enduring power and significance of this beloved medium.
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